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Three high-ranking members of the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional (FSLN) Dora Maria
Tellez, Luis Carrion, and Mirna Cunningham resigned from the party in early February. Their
departure virtually completes the moderate faction's break from the hard-line wing of the FSLN
party headed by former president Daniel Ortega. The three plan to join the new Movimiento de
Renovacion Sandinista (MRS), founded by Sergio Ramirez and other dissident FSLN members.
During the past year, internal divisions within the FSLN have led to a progressive disintegration of
the party. The major antagonists in the conflict are former president Daniel Ortega, who espouses
the orthodox, revolutionary Sandinista doctrine, and Ortega's former vice president, Sergio Ramirez,
who is much more moderate and who has promoted a move toward "democratic socialism."
The underlying differences between the two factions began to emerge publicly in May 1994 when
Ortega was re-elected FSLN secretary general and Ramirez lost his seat on the Sandinista National
Directorate (see NotiSur, 05/27/94). The tensions were then exacerbated on Sept. 5 when Ramirez,
backed by a majority of Sandinista legislators, introduced a package of constitutional reforms in
the legislature, defying the wishes of the FSLN leadership (see NotiSur, 09/09/94). Among the
constitutional reforms is one that prohibits a president from seeking successive re-election, and
another that forbids members of the president's family from seeking the presidency. The latter
would eliminate President Violeta Chamorro's son-in-law and minister of the presidency, Antonio
Lacayo, from running for the president's chair. The discord grew even further after Ortega decided
to retake his seat in the legislature on Sept. 10. Ortega had "lent" his seat to Ramirez, who was thus
forced to step down.
The move against Ramirez in the legislature then led to a series of measures by both sides to
strengthen their hands in the conflict. After Ramirez departed from the Assembly, for example,
moderate FSLN legislators elected Dora Maria Tellez a moderate and supporter of Ramirez to head
the Sandinista legislative bloc. Not long after that, hard-line FSLN leaders retaliated by calling for
a policy revision of the Barricada party-owned newspaper, which led to the dismissal of Barricada
director Carlos Fernando Chamorro under accusations that he was using the paper to promote
Ramirez's viewpoints. As tensions heightened, several leading Sandinistas resigned, including poet
Ernesto Cardenal; his brother, the ex-minister of education, Fernando Cardenal; and poet Gioconda
Belli (see NotiSur, 10/14/94). These resignations were followed in January by those of Ramirez and
his daughter Maria, a deputy in the National Assembly, after a Sandinista- run radio station made
personal attacks on Ramirez's family (see NotiSur, 01/20/95).
In the most recent rash of resignations, on Feb. 3, Luis Carrion Cruz, Dora Maria Tellez, and Mirna
Cunningham announced that they were all leaving the party, ending 20 years of activism in the
FSLN. "After reflecting deeply on the crisis that the Sandinistas are experiencing, we have made the
painful but necessary decision to resign from the FSLN because its current leaders have betrayed
the dreams and ideals that encouraged an entire generation to give everything for the revolutionary
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cause," read a statement signed by the three dissidents. Tellez, a former guerrilla commander,
participated in the August 1979 takeover of the National Palace in Managua. Carrion is also a former
rebel commander, and Cunningham, a prominent Sandinista leader on the Atlantic Coast, is a
physician and a Miskito Indian. Like Tellez and Carrion, Cunningham was also a member of the
FSLN National Directorate. The three announced that they would join the new MRS, founded by
Ramirez and officially inaugurated on Feb. 7.
Ramirez said the party's goal is to "renew the revolutionary concepts" of the FSLN without ascribing
to the Sandinista party's "authoritarian style." He told the press that the MRS will run its own
candidates in the 1996 elections but did not discard the idea of alliances with other movements
as well. Ramirez also said that women and younger members of the MRS would be named to at
least half the party offices, to give more opportunity to the new generation. According to Tellez,
the party goes beyond providing a vehicle for participation in the elections. "We're not going to
build a new party just to win the 1996 elections, but rather work toward constructing a permanent
and stable party," said Tellez. With the most recent defections from the FSLN, the split between
the moderates and the hard-liners is almost complete. The only moderate leader left on the FSLN's
National Directorate is Henry Ruiz, a former guerrilla commander who hard-liners have been
courting as a potential figure for unity. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 01/10/95; Reuter and United
Press International, 02/03/95; Agence France-Presse, 02/07/95).
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